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Wednesday 22nd September 2010
Workshop
WP4 – Freight transport

Minutes
The workshop was introduced by three presentations on waterway freight transport issues:-

· Russell Thomson (British Waterways, Scotland) – on work carried out through WfG to re-introduce freight transport on the Caledonian Canal in Scotland.  The initial feasibility study work has now been followed up by the first trial shipments of timber, which are due to commence shortly.
· Sture Hermansson (Varmland CC, Sweden) – on future opportunities for freight transport on Lake Vanern.  A Swedish national Government proposal to close the locks on the Trollhatte Canal, providing access to the Lake, has led to the implementation of the Vanern Lake Agreement, which has created a legal body to administer the Lake, develop freight transport and enter discussions with central Government regarding the future of navigation.
· Glenn Millar (British Waterways) – on a project to further develop freight transport on the River Trent in the East Midlands of England.
The following discussion touched on a wide range of issues and barriers that need to be overcome if freight is to be developed on the smaller inland waterways.  Topics discussed included:-

· The cost competitiveness of water freight compared with road transport;

· The need for trail / pilot shipments to be funded to prove the feasibility and viability of new traffics;

· The relationship between freight transport and other waterway functions, such as recreation and flood control;

· Increasing road traffic leading to pressure / constraints on the opening times of movable bridges;

· The lack of suitable wharves to handle new freight traffics and possible remedies to this eg. wharf protection through planning conditions;

· The lack of suitable vessels and trained crews for operating on small dimension non-standard waterways;

· The perceived risks by shippers of changing to use an unfamiliar transport mode. 
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